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Pool School 
Requirements

&
Paper Work

Due ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 3ÔÁÔÅȭÓ ÕÐÄÁÔÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÒÕÌÅÓȟ ÁÌÌ ÐÏÏÌ ÍÁÎÁÇÅÒÓ ÍÕÓÔ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅ ÔÈÅ (ÅÁÌÔÈ $ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔȭÓ 
Pool School AND Test §265.205(b)(4)

The only exemption that will be made for the test will be for pool managers who hold a valid certificate for any of the following 
courses: NRPA, "Aquatic Facility Operator" (A.F.O.); NSPF, "Certified Pool-Spa Operator" (C.P.O); Y.M.C.A., "Pool Operator on 
Location" (P.O.O.L.); NSPI, "Professional Pool and Spa Operator" (P.P.S.O.); or ASPSA, "Licensed Aquatic Facility Technician"

(L.A.F.T.)

Once you have completed this online training, contact the Environmental Health 
Division at 940-761-7820 to schedule a date/time to take the test with your Aquatic 
Facility Inspector. Pick up a pool book from the Health District. 

You will be required to sign paperwork stating you have viewed and understand all 
training

All paper work and payments must be turned in and the aquatic facility must be ready 
as if it would be open that day in order to set up a permit inspection with your 
inspector. One free Pre-Inspection Review may be set up instead, but must be 
requested as such.

Required Paper Work: Application Page, Data Sheet, Electrical Inspection (Iowa Park exempt from Electrical 
Inspection, but it is recommended to have one done!)



Electrical 
Inspection

A pool or spa electrical system shall be installed, maintained, repaired or replaced by a 
licensed electrician in accordance with the Texas Electrical Safety and Licensing Act, 
Texas Occupations Code, Chapter 1305 and related rules. 

Å Effective with permit renewal in 2020, each public or semi-public aquatic facility 
shall also annually submit certification by a licensed, registered electrician that the 
electrical equipment for the aquatic facility meets all local, state, and federal 
electrical codes on a form promulgated by the city 

Å AÎ ÉÎÓÐÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒÍ ×ÁÓ ÍÁÉÌÅÄ ÔÏ ÅÁÃÈ ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÍÅÎÔȭÓ ÂÉÌÌÉÎÇ ÁÄÄÒÅÓÓȢ )Æ ÙÏÕ ÄÉÄ 
not receive the form, then one can be picked up at the Health District or emailed to 
you

Å Not required for the city limits of Iowa Park, but is highly recommended for the 
safety of the swimmers and personnel. The Health District does NOT inspect 
electrical items

Wichita Falls & Surrounding Cities:  



Texas 
Administrative 
Code, Title 25 
Chapter 265

&
Other Related 

Rules

Subchapter L - Public Swimming Pools and Spas:
https://dshs.texas.gov/poolspa/pdf/DSHS-20-0011_-
_Public_Swimming_Pools_and_Spas_(EC_Approved_Preamble_and_Rules_-_Adoption).pdf

Subchapter M - Public Interactive Water Features and Fountains:
https://dshs.texas.gov/poolspa/pdf/Rules5_2010.pdf

Texas Health and Safety Code & Occupation Code:
Section 341.064 - Swimming Pools and Bathhouses
Section 341.0645 - Pool Safety
Section 341.0695 - Interactive Water Features and Fountains
Section 1.005 - Definitions
Chapter 757 - Pool Yard Enclosures
Title 13 Sports, Amusements, and Entertainment

Federal Regulations:
Part 1207 ɀSafety Standard for Swimming Pool Slides
28 CFR § 36.104 Definitions (Service Animal)
28 CFR §36.302(c) Service animals

Wichita Falls (& Cities that have adopted) Local Ordinance: 
Chapter 58 Article IV. Aquatic Facilities

It is the responsibility of the 
POOL Manager to know all

rules 
(will be included in pool book)

https://dshs.texas.gov/poolspa/pdf/DSHS-20-0011_-_Public_Swimming_Pools_and_Spas_(EC_Approved_Preamble_and_Rules_-_Adoption).pdf
https://dshs.texas.gov/poolspa/pdf/Rules5_2010.pdf
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/HS/htm/HS.341.htm#341.064
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/HS/htm/HS.341.htm#341.0645
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/HS/htm/HS.341.htm#341.0695
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/HS/htm/HS.1.htm
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/HS/htm/HS.757.htm
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/OC/htm/OC.2151.htm
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-16/chapter-II/subchapter-B/part-1207
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-28/chapter-I/part-36
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-28/chapter-I/part-36/subpart-C/section-36.302
https://z2.franklinlegal.net/franklin/Z2Browser2.html?showset=wichitafallsset&collection=wichitafalls&doccode=z2Code_z20002371


Why do we have rules?
The Health Aspect



RWI
Recreational Water Illness (RWI):An illness that is 
spread by swallowing, breathing, or having contact with 
contaminated water from swimming pools, spas, hot 
tubs, decorative water fountains,lakes, rivers, or 
oceans. Recreational water illnesses (RWIs) can cause a 
wide variety of symptoms, including skin, ear, 
respiratory, eye, and wound infections. The most 
commonly reported RWI is diarrheaȢ $ÉÁÒÒÈÅÁÌ 27)ȱÓ 
can be caused by germs such as Crypto(short for 
Cryptosporidium), Giardia, Shigella, and E. coli O157:H7

http://www.medterms.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=1900
http://www.medterms.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=32369
http://www.medterms.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=32368
http://www.medterms.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=33193
http://www.medterms.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=110403
http://www.medterms.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=13813


3×ÉÍÍÅÒȭÓ 
Ear

¶3×ÉÍÍÅÒȭÓ ear (ear ache) is an infection of the 
ear and/or outer ear canal.  It can cause the ear 
to itch or become red and inflamed so that 
head movement or touching of the ear is very 
painful.  There may also be pus that drains from 
the ear

¶It is caused by an infection with a bacteriacalled 
Pseudomonas aeruginosa that is found in pools 
and hot tubs that are not maintained with a 
good disinfectant and pH control program



HOT TUB 
RASH

¶Hot tub rash or dermatitis, is an infection of the skin.  
The skin might become itchy and progress to a bumpy 
red rash that might become tender.  There might also 
be pus-filled blisters that are usually found 
surrounding hair follicles.  Because a swimsuit can 
keep contaminated water in longer contact with the 
ÓËÉÎȟ  ÔÈÅ ÒÁÓÈ ÍÁÙ ÂÅ ×ÏÒÓÅ ÕÎÄÅÒ Á ÐÅÒÓÏÎȭÓ Ó×ÉÍ 
suit

¶Caused by a germ called Pseudomonas aeruginosa, 
ÓÁÍÅ ÂÁÃÔÅÒÉÁ ÃÁÕÓÉÎÇ Ó×ÉÍÍÅÒȭÓ ear



37)--%2ȭ3 
ITCH

¶3×ÉÍÍÅÒȭÓ ÉÔÃÈȟ ÁÌÓÏ called cercarialdermatitis, appears as 
a skin rash caused by an allergic reaction to certain 
parasitesthat infect some birds and mammals.  These 
microscopic parasites are released from infected snails into 
fresh and salt water (such as lakes, ponds, swimming pools 
ÁÎÄ ÏÃÅÁÎÓɊȢ 7ÈÉÌÅ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÒÁÓÉÔÅȭÓ ÐÒÅÆÅÒÒÅÄ ÈÏÓÔ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ 
specific bird or mammal, if the parasite comes into contact 
with a swimmer, it burrows into the skin causing an allergic 
reaction and rash

¶These parasites live in the blood of infected animals such 
as ducks, geese, gulls, swans, and certain aquatic 
mammals. They enter the body through exposure from 
infected water contaminated by these mammals



!4(,%4%ȭ3 
FOOT 

¶(TINEA PEDIS)ȣIs an infection of the skin and feet that 
can be cased by a variety of different fungi.  Although it 
can affect any portion of the foot, the infection most often 
ÁÆÆÅÃÔÓ ÔÈÅ ÓÐÁÃÅ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÔÏÅÓȢ  !ÔÈÌÅÔÅȭÓ ÆÏÏÄ ÉÓ 
typically characterized by skin fissures or scales that can 
be red and itchy

¶!ÔÈÌÅÔÅȭÓ ÆÏÏÄ ÉÓ ÓÐÒÅÁÄ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÉÎÆÅÃÔÅÄ ÓËÉÎ 
scales or contact with fungi in damp areas (for example, 
showers, locker rooms, and swimming pools)

¶Once this infections is contracted it can remain as a 
chronicre-occurring infection. Never goes away for good!



Giardia 
(gee-ARE-dee-uh)

¶Giardia is a parasitethat causes diarrhea.  It is found in infected 
ÐÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ ÓÔÏÏÌ ÁÎÄ ÃÁÎÎÏÔ ÂÅ ÓÅÅÎ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÎÁËÅÄ ÅÙÅȢ  4ÈÉÓ 
parasite is protected by an outer shell that allows it to survive 
outside the body and in the environment for long periods of 
time

¶It is one of the most common causes of waterborne illness RWI 
in the USA

¶It is caused by swallowing recreational water contaminated 
with Giardia.  Water from swimming pools, hot tubs, fountains, 
rivers and ponds

¶It can also be found on the surfaces of lounge chairs, picnic 
tables and bathroom fixturescontaminated with stool from an 
infected person



Salmonellosis

¶Salmonellosis is an infection with bacteriacalled Salmonella 
(not just contracted from food, but also pools, hot tubs, and 
fountains).  Most persons infected with Salmonella develop 
diarrhea, fever, and abdominal cramps 12 to 72 hours after 
infection 

¶The illness usually lasts 4 to 7 days, and most persons recover 
without treatment.  However, in some persons, the diarrhea 
may be so severe that the patient needs to be hospitalized.  In 
these patients, the Salmonella infection may spread from the 
intestines to the blood stream, and then to other body sites and 
can cause death unless the person is treated promptly with 
antibiotics 

¶The elderly, infants, and those with impaired immune systems 
are more likely to have a severe illness  



Shigellosis

¶Shigellosis is an infectious disease caused by a group of bacteria
called Shigella

¶Most who are infected with Shigelladevelop diarrhea, fever, 
and stomach cramps starting a day or two after they are 
exposed to bacteria.  The diarrhea is often bloody.  Shigellosis 
usually resolves in 5 -7 days

¶A severe infection with high fever may be associated with 
seizures in childrenless than 2 years old

¶Some persons who are infected may have no symptoms at all, 
but may still pass the Shigellabacteria to others

¶Water may become infected if sewage runs into it, or someone 
with Shigllosisswims in or plays in a pool or spa.  Shigella
infections can then be acquired by drinking, swimming in, or 
playing with the contaminated water

¶Many times pools become infected with Shigelladue to children 
wearing diapers that contain fecal matter



Norovirus

¶Noroviruses are transmitted primarily 
through the fecal-oral route, either by 
consumption of fecal contaminatedfood or 
water or by direct person to person spread

¶Waterborne outbreaks of norovirus disease 
in community settings have often been 
caused by sewage contamination of wells 
and recreational water (pools, hot tubs, and 
fountains)



Wichita Falls 
& 

Surrounding 
Cities 
Water 

Samples

The presence of microorganisms of the total 
coliform group or E. coli in any water sample 
shall be deemed unacceptable water quality:

¶First sample failure- establishment must close 
and shock the pool/spa appropriately (check 
your pool kit manual for information), then you 
may reopen once the chlorine is back to 1.0-8.0 

ppm (your inspector will then take a second water sample)

¶Two consecutive samples failing- closure of the 
aquatic facility until a passing water sample is 
achieved



Types of Aquatic Facilities
& Required Management



Types of 
pools: 
Part 1

Public pool--Any man-made permanently installed or non-portable structure, basin, chamber or 
tank containing an artificial body of water that is maintained or used expressly for public 
recreation, swimming, diving, aquatic sports, or other aquatic activity. Public pools include but 
are not limited to activity pools, catch pools, lazy or leisure river pools, wave action pools, vortex 
pools, therapy pools, and wading pools. A public pool may be publicly or privately owned and 
may be operated by an owner, lessee, operator, licensee or concessionaire. A fee for use may or 
not be charged. The term does not include a residential pool, artificial swimming lagoon, 
floatation system or chamber, or a body of water that continuously recirculates water from a 
spring:

¶Class A pool--Any pool maintained or used, with or without a fee, for accredited 
competitive events such as FINA, United States Swimming, United States 
Diving, NCAA, and National Federation of State High School Association events. 
A Class A pool may also be used for recreational swimming

¶Class B pool--Any pool maintained or used for public recreation and open to the 
general public with or without a fee

¶Class C pool--Any pool operated for and in conjunction with: lodging, such as hotels, 
motels, apartments, condominiums, or mobile home parks; youth camps, property 
owner associations, private organizations, or clubs; or schools, colleges, or 
universities while operated for academic or continuing education classes. The use of 
such a pool would be open to occupants, members or students, and their guests, but 
not to the general public



Types of 
pools: 
Part 2 

(Still fall under 
Class A, B, or C)

¶Activity pool --A pool designed for casual water play ranging from simple splashing activity to the use of 
attractions placed in the pool, such as pad walks, public interactive water features or fountains, or floatation 
devices, for recreation

¶Catch pool--A body of water located at the exit of one or more waterslide flumes. It is designed and intended 
to terminate the slide action of the waterslide user and to provide a means of exit to a deck or walkway area

¶Leisure river--A manufactured stream of water of near-constant depth in which the water is moved by pumps 
or other means of propulsion to provide river-like flow that transports users over a defined path that may 
include water features and play devices. Also known as a lazy river or current channel

¶Surf pool--A pool, with less than 20,000 square feet of water surface area, in which waves are generated and 
dedicated to the activity of surfing on a surfboard or analogous surfing device commonly used in the ocean 
and intended for sport. A surf pool is intended for the sport of surfing as opposed to general play activities in 
wave pools

¶Therapeutic pool or spa--A pool or spa that is operated exclusively for therapeutic purposes, such as physical 
therapy, and is under the direct supervision and control of licensed or certified medical personnel. ****Now 
must meet the same rules unless specified otherwise!!!

¶Vortex pool--A circular pool equipped with a method of transporting water in the pool for the purpose of 
propelling users at speeds dictated by the velocity of the moving stream of water

¶Wading pool--A pool with a maximum water depth that is no greater than 18 inches. A wading pool can 
contain a PIWF ɉ0ÒÅÖÉÏÕÓÌÙ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ Á Ȱ#ÌÁÓÓ $ 0ÏÏÌȱ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÄÅÐÔÈ ÏÆ ΨΪ ÉÎÃÈÅÓɊ

¶Wave pool--A pool, with less than 20,000 square feet of water surface area, designed to simulate breaking or 
cyclic waves for purposes of general play. A wave pool is intended for general play as opposed to a surf pool 
that is intended for sport



Types of 
spas

Spa--A body of water intended for the immersion of persons in either hot or cold 
water, circulated in a closed system, and not intended to be drained and refilled after 
each use. A spa can include a filter, heater, a pump or pumps, blowers and water 
sanitizing equipment. The term includes a swim spa or exercise spa:

¶Class A spa--Any spa maintained or used, with or without a fee, for 
accredited competitive events such as FINA, United States Swimming, 
United States Diving, NCAA, and National Federation of State High School 
Association events

¶Class B spa--Any spa maintained or used for public recreation and open to 
the general public with or without a fee

¶Class C spa--Any spa operated for and in conjunction with: lodging, such as 
hotels, motels, apartments, condominiums, or mobile home parks; youth 
camps, property owner associations, private organizations, or clubs; or 
schools, colleges, or universities while operated for academic or continuing 
education classes, or hospitals or medical centers



Operation/
Management 

of 
Aquatic 
Facilities

¶All Class A, B, and C pools/spas shall be maintained under the 
supervision and direction of a properly trained and certified 
operator

¶The operator is not required to be on-site whenever the pool or 
spa is open

¶The operator may be responsible for multiple pools and spas 
and shall ensure any on-site staff is properly trained in day-to-
day pool and spa operations and maintenance

¶4ÈÅ ÔÒÁÉÎÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÃÅÒÔÉÆÉÅÄ ÏÐÅÒÁÔÏÒȭÓ ÎÁÍÅ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔ 
information shall be made available to on-site staff, such as 
lifeguards, and to property management companies, or 
property managers, and shall be made available at the request 
of the department or a local regulatory authority



Operation/ 
Management 
Certifications

Operator training and certification can be obtained 
by completion of one of the following courses or their 
equivalent:

¶NRPAȟ Ȱ!ÑÕÁÔÉÃ &ÁÃÉÌÉÔÙ /ÐÅÒÁÔÏÒȠȱ 

¶PHTAȟ Ȱ#ÅÒÔÉÆÉÅÄ 0ÏÏÌ /ÐÅÒÁÔÏÒȠȱ 

¶ASPSAȟ Ȱ,ÉÃÅÎÓÅÄ !ÑÕÁÔÉÃ &ÁÃÉÌÉÔÙ 4ÅÃÈÎÉÃÉÁÎȠȱ 

¶An equivalent course which requires testing and 
provides certification that is approved by the local 
regulatory authority (this training) ɀnot applicable for 
Public Interactive Water Features



Operation/
Management
Wichita Falls & 
Surrounding 

Cities 
Requirement

¶A manager of operations of a public or semi-public aquatic 
facility shall obtain certification from the regulatory authority. A 
manager of operations may obtain certification by successfully 
completing a training course conducted by the regulatory 
authority. No person will be allowed to act as the manager of 
operations without first having obtained certification

¶Certification training classes (this online training) will be 
conducted each year

¶A person showing a current certificate as a certified aquatic 
facility operator (AFO), certified pool-spa operator (CPO), a 
pool operator on location (POOL) or any other training 
approved by the regulatory authority, may be exempt from the 
health district training ɉÅØÃÅÐÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ΨΦΨΨ ÄÕÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÔÅȭÓ 
update to the rules; however, you are exempt from the test)



Operator 
Responsible for 

Staff

ÅEnsure on-site pool maintenance personnel 
are trained to properly operate all equipment 
and trained to use chemicals

ÅEnsure chemicals are used according to 
ÍÁÎÕÆÁÃÔÕÒÅÒȭÓ ÉÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÉÏÎÓȟ ÁÎÄ Safety Data 
Sheets and proper PPE is provided on-site

ÅEnsure the pool/spa is tested as required and 
logs, as required, are maintained properly 



Chemicals 



Chemical 
Use

¶The use of chemicals at pools and spas shall be 
ÁÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÅÍÉÃÁÌ ÍÁÎÕÆÁÃÔÕÒÅÒȭÓ directions

¶No chemical shall be used in a way that violates the 
ÍÁÎÕÆÁÃÔÕÒÅÒȭÓ ÉÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÅÍÉÃÁÌ ÆÅÅÄ 
system or NSF 50 certification of that chemical feed 
system

¶Personnel responsible for the operation of the 
disinfectant agent and other potentially hazardous 
chemicals provided with appropriate protective 
equipment and clothing, including rubber gloves and 
goggles, safety information, and safety data sheets



Reliable Means 
of Water 
Testing 

Required

DPD Chemical 
test kit

ÅA reliable means of testing for pH, chlorine, bromine, cyanuric acid (when 
used) alkalinity, and calcium hardness, to minimum and maximum levels 
and levels in between shall be provided and available

ÅDPD chemical test required for chlorine and bromine

***Your pool kit manual is your new best friend! It will teach you how to 
keep your chemicals balanced, how to shock the pool/spa, and much more 

(MUST MAKE SURE IT FOLLOWS Texas RULES)***



Storage of 
Test Kits & 
Reagents

In order to be reliable, test kits and reagents shall be stored according 
ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÎÕÆÁÃÔÕÒÅÒȭÓ ÉÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÅØÔÒÅÍÅ ÈÅÁÔ 
and cold and from exposure to water, chemicals, petroleum products 
or any other element or environment that could adversely affect the 

efficacy of water quality test results

Testing reagents shall be changed at frequencies recommended by the 
manufacturer to ensure accuracy of the tests



Chemical 
Storage 
Areas

In order for your chemicals to be reliable and safe:

Å They must be EPA-registered for use with pools/spas

Å Dry chemicals must be stored off the floor or in waterproof 
containers in a dry room and protected against flooding or 
wetting from floors, walls &ceiling

Å Disinfectant agents, other chemicals, and feed equipment 
shall be stored so that pool and spa users do not have 
access

Å Chlorine compounds shall not be stored in the same 
storage room or storage area as petroleum products 

Å Chlorine gas is now prohibited



Chemical 
Controllers

Automated controllers that adjust 
chemical feed based on demand 

or manually, or remotely 
managed controllers for pool and 
spa disinfection and pH control 

are now required by 2023 Permit!

EXAMPLE

***New State Rule***



Chemical 
Feeders

Chemical Feeder for Disinfectant (Chlorine or Bromine) REQUIRED:

¶Must meet NSF Standard 50

¶Installed, ÍÁÉÎÔÁÉÎÅÄȟ ÁÎÄ ÏÐÅÒÁÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÁÃÃÏÒÄÁÎÃÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÎÕÆÁÃÔÕÒÅÒȭÓ 
instructions (this means they must be hooked up and working!)

¶Solution is introduced downstream from the filter and heater and, when possible, at 
Á ÐÏÉÎÔ ÌÏ×ÅÒ ÔÈÁÎ ÔÈÅ ÈÅÁÔÅÒ ÏÕÔÌÅÔ ÆÉÔÔÉÎÇ ÏÒ ÁÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÍÁÎÕÆÁÃÔÕÒÅÒȭÓ 
instructions 

¶Failure-proof features so that the chemical cannot feed into the pool or spa, the pool 
or spa piping system, or water supply system, or into the pool and spa yard if 
equipment or power fails

¶If the system has chemical feed pumps, be wired so they cannot operate unless there 
is adequate return flow to properly disburse the chemical in the pool or spa and be 
regulated to ensure constant feed with varying supply or back pressure

*This is not a new rule for our area! We have repeat failures with chlorine with the 
same pools/spas and it is because their system is not working. These must be 
repaired or replaced or a permit will not be issued!



Hand 
Distribution 
of Chemicals

¶Hand distribution of disinfectant chemicals, chemicals used to 
adjust pH, or algaecides is prohibited when users are in the 
pool/ spa 

¶Before users reenter the pool/spa following hand distribution of 
disinfectant chemicals, chemicals used to adjust pH, or 
algaecides the following shall apply:
¶disinfectant levels and pH shall be tested

¶the tests shall be performed 30 minutes after hand 
distribution

¶no one may reenter the pool/spa until the disinfectant 
levels and pH are checked and are found to be within the 
required range for disinfectant level and pH

***DO NOT PUT CHEMICALS IN THE SKIMMERS***


